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CAPITOL PARK 
DESIGN DOCUMENTS 



 GSF - 45,975 SF



 BASE PARK - 29,390 SF

 SHELBY STREET - 14,325 SF

 KIOSK & CITY MOSAIC - 1,347 SF

 GRANITE TABLE - 380 SF

 FLUSH GRANITE SLAB W/ MIST - 533 SF



 DEMO ASPHALT - 6,195 SF

 DEMO ASTRO TURF - 1,784 SF

 DEMO BRICK PAVERS - 8,034 SF

 DEMO CHAIN LINK FENCE - 55 LF

 DEMO CONCRETE - 25,288 SF

 DEMO CURBING - 653 LF

 DEMO DIRT & FLOWERS - 1,078 SF

 DEMO GRAVEL - 3,963 SF

 DEMO LIGHTPOLES - 18 EA

 DEMO PLANTER WALLS - 748 LF

 DEMO SIGNAGE - 1 EA

 DEMO TREES - 3 EA

 SAWCUT ASPHALT - 586 LF



 EXCAVATE - 1' CUT @ PEDESTRIAN PAVEMENT - 531 CY

 EXCAVATE - 3'-6" CUT @ ELSEWHERE - 4,107 CY

 PLATING SOIL - 2' - VEHICULAR COBBLESTONE - 712 CY

 PLATING SOIL - 2-6" - GRANITE FINES - 55 CY

 PLATING SOIL - 3' - RESIN BOUND AGG - 2,452 CY



 COBBLESTONE - 12,429 SF

 DECOMPOSED GRANITE FINES - 630 SF

 GRANITE PAVERS - 1,810 SF

 RESIN BOUND AGGREGATE 0% RECYCLED - 5,157 SF

 RESIN BOUND AGGREGATE 20% RECYCLED - 2,865 SF

 RESIN BOUND AGGREGATE 40% RECYCLED - 1,454 SF

 RESIN BOUND AGGREGATE 60% RECYCLED - 738 SF

 RESIN BOUND AGGREGATE 80% RECYCLED - 1,268 SF

 VEHICULAR COBBLESTONE - 9,557 SF



388' 2"

 (EXISTING) GINKO TREES - 2 EA

 (EXISTING) STREET TREES - 10 EA

 1/2" STEEL PLATE EDGING 20"h AT HEDGE GARDEN W/ 2"X2" ANGLE IRON - 805 LF

 ELM TREES - 4 EA

 FLEXIBLE LAWN - 3,136 SF

 HEDGE GARDENS - 2,386 SF

 HONEY LOCUST TREES - 4 EA

 LINDEN TREES - 3 EA

 PLANE TREES - 11 EA

 RIVER GARDEN - 3,490 SF

 TREE GRAVEL - 11 EA

 ZELKOVA TREES - 7 EA



 C1 CATENARY 1 5/8"d X 5 7/16 H - 36 EA

 C2 CATENARY 1 5/8"d X 2 3/4 H - 28 EA

 C3 CATENARY 1 5/8"d X 3 9/16 H - 17 EA

 CANTENARY MAST ABOVE KIOSK 15' H - 1 EA

 CANTERARY CABLE - 400 LF

 D1 SURFACE DOWNLIGHT 9" X 6" INSIDE KIOSK - 2 EA

 EXISTING LIGHT STANDARD TO REMAIN - 8 EA

 L1 UNDER TABLE LINEAR .63" w  x .57 h LED - 100 LF

 RELOCATED LIGHT STANDARD - 1 EA

 S1 4" w x 9" h UNDER CONCRETE SEAT WALLS - 30 EA
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DRAFT For Discussion 2019.05.22

Capitol Park
 - Design Phasing - 
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PHASE 1

Astroturf removed from existing 
planter; temporary retaining walls 
added to support Phase 1 grading

Existing Gingkos, planters and 
lawn to remain, with minor 
modifications to facilitate the 
park’s phased evolution

A.

B.

C.

Existing lawn extended to create 
a sloped gathering area under the 
shade of the Gingko tree

New dog zone enclosed by fence 
and sheltered by planted buffer, 
featuring native prairie grasses
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Fireworks Goldenrod
Solidago rugosa ‘Fireworks’

Purple Coneflower
Echinacea purpurea

Sideoats Grama Grass
Bouteloua curtipendula

Purple Love Grass
Eragrostis spectabilis

Switch Grass
Panicum virgatum ‘Prairie Winds’

Little Bluestem
Schizachyrium scoparium

Prairie Dropseed
Sporobolus heterolepsis

Narrow Leaf Onion
Allium amplectens ‘Graceful Beauty’
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Capitol Park

There is perhaps no better emblem 
of the urban dynamics of Detroit 
since the early 19th century than 
Capitol Park. 

Engaging the past, present, and 
future of this historic ground is 
key to re-imagining Capitol Park 
for the 21st century.



Capitol Ideas 

Detroit seems to be the ultimate city of hope, innovation, social change and ideas, 
past and present. Historically, it may have the highest ambition, per capita. Ever. 

Capitol Park’s identity can be rooted in this center of American imagination.



CULTURE 
OF THE 

CITY

HUMAN 
RIGHTS & 
FREEDOM

FORM  
OF THE 

CITY

Stevens T Mason 
 
1835 
 
First Governor drafts First 
Constitution and tenders for public 
approval.

Judge Woodward 
 
1805 
 
Bold Vision for the Reconstruction of 
the City following the Detroit Fire.

Underground 
Railroad 
1850-1861 
 
Detroit was one of the most 
important final ‘stations’ en route 
to freedom across the river and 
Finney Barn served as a strongly 
sympathetic stop for freedom 
seekers.



Underground 
Railroad 
1850-1861 
 
Detroit was one of the most 
important final ‘stations’ en route 
to freedom across the river and 
Finney Barn served as a strongly 
sympathetic stop for freedom 
seekers.



HISTORIC 
GROUND

Increasing the civic literacy about the place itself: 
the many rich layers of heritage, social, cultural and 

political innovation





No Trace



Capitol Park Transformation



IDENTITY & 
ATMOSPHERE

Can Capitol Park, at the Heart of the Historic District  
feel like a PARK again?



IDENTITY & 
ATMOSPHERE

Michigan Capitol and Grounds, 
circa 1840



Capitol Park, 
circa 1910



Today 

Over time, the PARK aspects of 
Capitol Park have been eroded. 



Perhaps Capitol Park should  
FEEL like a park again.  
A return to an environment of 
immersive green could create a 
powerful new atmosphere, without 
compromising urban vitality. 



Part of a Complimentary  
Network of Downtown  
Public Spaces



Heart of the Historic District ACTIVATING 
THE PARK 
SURFACE 



ACTIVATING 
THE PARK 
SURFACE 

Supporting the Vitality of Capitol Park  
as the Heart of the District



Canopy Plan



Character Areas for  
Capitol Park Activity

Open,  
Sunny

Intimate, 
Shady

Active, 
Urban



Character Areas for  
Capitol Park Activity

Open,  
Sunny

Intimate, 
Shady

Active, 
Urban

F&B Kiosk, Terrace, Café, Bar, Public Art, 
Garden Talks, Lounge Chairs, Rotating 
Design Innovation Exhibits, Salsa Dancing, 
Small Performances, Jazz Combos, Farmer’s 
Market, Design/Craft/Art Markets, 
Fitness Classes, Yoga, Guided Meditation, 
Live Piano, Modern Dance Performance, 
Architecture Guided Tours, Movie Night on 
the Lawn, Fire Pit, Heat Lamps...and more...

Interpretive Historical Monument, 
Water Feature, Environment Awareness 
Program, Reading Room, Author Talks, 
Story Time for Children, Pétanque, Chess, 
Board Games Cart, Cooking Classes, Small 
Musical Groups, Plug&Play Spontaneous 
Performances, Ping Pong, Holiday Market, 
Public Art...and more...

Outdoor Café Seating, Restaurants, F&B 
Kiosk Take-out Window, Co-Working/
Study Space, Juggling, Buskers, Seasonal 
Planters, Photography Exhibitions...and 
more...



Key Components 
 
1. Granite Fines - Core Park  
2. Granite Paving- Shelby Spill-out Zone 
3. Detroit Mosaic Terrace 
4. River Garden Green 
5. Food & Beverage Kiosk 
7. Communal Civic Element 
8. Stevens T Mason ‘Listening 
Monument’ 
9. Griswold Streetscape Improvement 
10. State Streetscape Improvement
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Ground Plan
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Capitol Park can be a place where 
Detroiters can literally stand upon 
their history, recall its bold ambition, 
on-going quest for excellence, fearless 
drive and perseverence, and dynamic 
character.  

A Park Surface Rooted 
in Detroit Culture



Diverse Textures and 
Architectural Icons 
Surrounding a  
Monochromatic Core



Diverse Textures and 
Architectural Icons 
Surrounding a  
Monochromatic Floor



White Mineral Floor

Embedded White 
Paving



Decomposed Granite Aggregate 
matching Stevens T Mason



Paving Pattern 
Woodward Organic Growth



As-Imagined vs. As-Built

Petal Green
Central Terrace

Central Terrace 
Detroit Mosaic



Special Detroit Terrace PavingSpecial Detroit Terrace Paving



Central Terrace  
View to the  
David Stott Building



Historic Green Welcome  
at State/Griswold



Two Petals Re-Create the  
Green Welcome at State/Griswold







Petal Green

River Garden
River Axis Garden

Central Terrace

Green Petals Hosting the  
Existing Ginkgo Trees



River Garden 
Seasonal Delight









KEY PARK 
FEATURES FOR 
EXPERIENCE & 

ACTIVATION
Key Park Features to bring Capitol Life.



KEY PARK 
FEATURES FOR 
EXPERIENCE & 

ACTIVATION

Our Protagonist is a  
Static Monument



Stevens disconnected  
from contemporary life

Can an existing artifact 
take on a new role as an 
instrument for public 
dialogue?



Stevens with the people?

Engage in deep dialogues about 
Downtown that result in an 
inclusive artistic installation?



Introducing an installation 
by artist Krzysztof Wodiczko 
to create a continuous public 
dialogue within the park. 



Pedestal as a monument to 
the birthplace of democracy 
in Michigan. Stevens T Mason 
resituated on the ground as a 
new civic conduit, a “listening 
monument”



Pedestal as a monument to 
the birthplace of democracy 
in Michigan. Stevens T Mason 
resituated on the ground as a 
new civic conduit, a “listening 
monument”



A place to engage the imagination 
and take inspiration from the 
people and ideas that have shaped 
this place and this city. The public 
can be re-introduced to Stevens T 
Mason and his fearless youthful 
heart from a new position, as a 
listener. 



Convergence of Meaning  
within the Historic Axis  
 
A Multifunctional  
‘Democratic Element’ 



Constitution of 1835, 
Article 1.



Inscribe all 21 points of Article I of the 1835 Constitution upon the 
linear ‘Democratic Element’ as a central park feature and monument



Finney’s Barn Historic Marker



International Underground 
Railroad Memorial, 2001

Finney’s Barn 
operated between 
1850-1861

Second Baptist Church



River Axis to  
Underground Railroad Memorial 



A Civic Gesture - 120’ Communal Element 
Invites Diverse, Multifunctional Uses 
Everyday Monument



A Civic Gesture - 120’ Communal Element 
Invites Diverse, Multifunctional Uses 
Everyday Monument



A Civic Gesture - 120’ Communal Element 
Spring - Spontaneous Stage



A Civic Gesture - 120’ Communal Element 
Summer - Dynamic Water Mirror



A Civic Gesture - 120’ Communal Element 
Summer - Dynamic Water Mirror



A Civic Gesture - 120’ Communal Element 
Summer - Dynamic Water Mirror 



A Civic Gesture - 120’ Communal Element 
Summer - Dynamic Water Mirror - Dry



A Civic Gesture - 120’ Communal Element 
Autumn - Harvest Table 
Community Dinner



A Civic Gesture - 120’ Communal Element 
Autumn - Harvest Table 
Office Workerr Lunch



A Civic Gesture - 120’ Communal Element 
Autumn - Harvest Table 
Pumpkin Parade



A Civic Gesture - 120’ Communal Element 
Winter - Heated Slab



A Civic Gesture - 120’ Communal Element 
Winter - Heated Slab



View South on Axis  
to the River



Framed View – Axis Allée



ZelkovaElm Plane Honey Locust Linden
VaseVase Open Very Open Full

Meet the Tree Candidates



ZelkovaElm Plane Honey Locust Linden
VaseVase Open Very Open Full/Open

Meet the Tree Candidates



Rising Canopy toward the River



Rising Canopy toward the River



Tree Planting - Diverse Species Mix

Zelkova

Elm

Plane

Honey 
Locust

Linden

Existing 
Gingkos



Immersive Canopy Lighting 
Experience



Michigan Territorial Courtghouse 
(Capitol Building) 1828 - 1847 



Capitol Pitched Roof



Capitol ‘Pitched Light Roof ’ 
Installation



Study -  
Canopy Installation



Kiosk References:  
Open vs. Closed



Decorative Pattern =  
Functional Structure and Skin 
for Park Kiosk & Furnishings



Trellis Cladding with Vines



Kiosk – A Park Beacon



Introducing the Capitol Park  
Tree Ring Seat

Concept View – Perspective with Park Tree



Ring Seating Integrated within  
the Park Context and Experience



A Fleet of Moveable Park Chairs



Canopy Plan
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